
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

12th February 2010 

 

Arabic, Coptic, Hymns and COS in 2010. 

άYou shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when 

you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 

You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 

You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

Deuteronomy 6:5-8 

 

Welcome back!  

After a relaxing break and holy Christmas period, I 

hope that all our students, teachers and parents 

are ready for another year of hard work and the 

exciting adventure of learning! All sorts of 

wonders lie hidden at school this year, just 

waiting to be discovered by intrepid students; 

from calculus to cooking; from counting to 

commercial law, and beyond... 

Also awaiting our students this year is a year of 

spiritual growth aƴŘ ƴƻǳǊƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ 

continues to offer a strong Pastoral Care 

programme this year, but the exciting news is that 

changes are happening within the areas of formal 

religious and cultural teaching. 

 

Coptic Orthodox Studies (COS) 

Parents may not be aware that the Coptic 

Orthodox Studies programme in the High School 

has been endorsed by the Board of Studies and 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ /h{ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

School Certificate and Higher School Certificate. 

This accreditation means that the Board has 

assessed the programme and found that it meets 

the high standards of educational courses in NSW 

schools. The course is also complemented by a set 

of comprehensive textbooks for each year from 

Year 7 to Year 12. These textbooks not only make 

the learning experience easier and more effective, 

but they are also a valuable source of information 

that the students can keep as a reference for the  
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rest of their lives. The programme and textbooks, 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ōŜƛƴƎ 

used by all five Coptic Schools here in Sydney and 

in Melbourne. 

This year sees the College turning its attention to 

ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /h{ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

Board of Studies Inspection identified a need to 

reduce the time the school gives to courses that 

are not from the Board of Studies. The College has 

taken the opportunity to review and renovate this 

area completely. Basically, we have two and a half 

hours each week with the students in which we 

can offer religious education, languages, 

hymnology and so on.  

The solution the College is now developing and 

implementing is a response to many factors, 

including the needs of the majority of children, 

the staffing available and the effectiveness of 

courses we have offered in the past. 

The COS course is being rewritten to conform to 

the latest in best practice, meet Board of Studies 

standards and to adapt to the changing needs of 

our children. Many things have changed in our 

society since the late nineties when the Primary 

COS course was first written, and the changes we 

are making should bring it up to date. 

Another development we are trialling this year is 

to have the COS lessons taught by the Primary 

classroom teacher rather than a specialist teacher 

coming into the class. We hope this will 

encourage the students to see the important 

subject of COS as important (if not more 

important) as any other subject they study in 

school. Class teachers who are not of Coptic 

background will have Fr George assisting them in 

delivering the course. We also hope to have 

developed a complete set of resources for 

teachers and Student Books for the children, full 

of pictures, information and fun activities, that 

will make handouts unnecessary. 

 

 

Coptic and Arabic 

It was decided that offering a second language 

throughout the Primary years, whilst not 

compulsory, was quite desirable, especially since 

modern research has repeatedly shown that 

learning a second language actually improves a 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ 

English). However, with the time limitations upon 

ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ curriculum, a difficult choice had to 

be made, between learning Arabic and Coptic. In 

the end, it was decided that the College would 

focus on Coptic as the chief second language at 

the school, and develop a programme to teach it 

effectively. This choice is based on a number of 

reasons, including: 

¶ Students have the option of learning 
Arabic at Saturday schools, which are 
plentiful. There is, however, no effective 
Coptic Studies course available anywhere 
else except the pioneering post graduate 
courses at Macquarie University. 

¶ Coptic is our true and ancient heritage as 
the indigenous people of Egypt. Learning 
Coptic opens many doors to exploring this 
heritage. 

¶ By teaching Coptic, we can play a small 
part in contributing to the current 
movement worldwide to resurrect Coptic 
as a living language. 

¶ Most of our children now attend an 
English liturgy each Sunday in which the 
languages used are English with a little bit 
of Coptic. English has replaced Arabic in 
our Churches for youth services, whereas 
Coptic continues to be used. 

¶ We are taking advantage of the help being 
very kindly offered by the enthusiastic 
staff and students of Macquarie 
University to work in partnership with the 
College in developing a thorough and 
effective course of Primary School Coptic 
Studies. 

¶ Coptic Studies allows the language of 
Coptic to be taught upon the background 
of Coptic culture. Students not only learn 
to speak, read and write Coptic, but they 
also learn how Coptic speakers lived in the 
early centuries of Christianity in Egypt. 
This brings the language to life and is a 



very effective way to teach our students 
to genuinely understand and value their 
heritage. 

¶ A pilot trial of Coptic Studies with Years 
5&6 last year proved not only to be very 
effective, but also very popular and 
enjoyable for the students! 

 

Coptic Hymnology (άŀƭƘŀƴέ) 

Coptic Hymns will be taught in the new subject of 

Coptic Hymnology. The hymns chosen will focus 

mainly upon the Liturgy of St Basil, which is the 

thing students experience the most in their 

church life, with samples of other areas of this 

living tradition, such as the other liturgies, the 

Tasbeha and the Tamgeed. Once again, this 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŀƭ άŦǊƛƴƎŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

modern research has shown that children who are 

exposed to music at an early age are better at 

learning in general, especially in logical subjects 

like maths and science.  

The focus however, will be not only on learning 

the tunes, but on understanding and feeling the 

meaning of the hymns. Each hymn will be 

accompanied by some contemplations 

appropriate for the age group, and the Coptic 

Studies class can also cover some of the grammar 

and vocabulary to bring the hymn to life for the 

student. The College will continue to take part in 

the Combined Coptic Colleges Coptic Hymns 

Competition each year. 

 

A Unified Approach 

As we develop the three courses of COS, Coptic 

Studies and Coptic Hymnology together over the 

next two years, we have the unique opportunity 

to link the three together with each other, and 

with the standard Board of Studies curriculum, to 

produce a unified course of study in the Primary 

School. For example, as the student studies 

ά[ƻǾŜέ ƛƴ /h{Σ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǇǘƛŎ 

ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ΨƭƻǾŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ 

be used, how early Egyptian Christians practiced 

love within their families and community, and 

ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƘȅƳƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άEe Aghape tou 

TheoΦΦΦέ όThe Love of God ...).  

This project requires a great deal of hard work 

and dedication from many staff to bring together 

a course of study that we hope and pray will be 

the most effective yet in equipping our children 

for their future spiritual life. If you have any 

questions or concerns about the above, please 

feel free to contact me either at the school on 

9825-6768 or by email at 

director@stmarks.nsw.edu.au. Please join us in 

praying for its success and share in the experience 

with your children by discussing what they are 

learning with them regularly. 

Fr Antonios 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

A Message from Head of College 

 

Dear Parents, 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 

all families back to the 2010 school year and a 

very special welcome to those families who are 

ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ !ǾŜǊȅ 

warm welcome to our gorgeous little kindergarten 

students who have been especially brave over the 

past couple of weeks as they enter the world of 

big school. We welcome those families who for 

the first time have started children in the other 

year groups across the College. I look forward to 

working with each and every one of you to 

provide the best possible educational experience 

for your sons and daughters. 

We have also welcomed six new members  to the 

teaching staff this term: Mr Boulos to the 

Mathematics faculty, Mrs Holland to the PDHPE 

faculty, Miss Gad to the English faculty, Miss 

French in the LOTE area , Mrs Lethbridge as Gifted 

and Talented teacher and Mrs Fanous to the 

primary staff. We hope that each of these 

teachers enjoys their time at the College and finds 

it a rich and rewarding experience. 

2010 will prove to be a busy year for the College, 

for on top of all the usual busyness that goes with 

the day to day  operation of our school we will be 

undertaking a building project that will provide a 

range of new facilities for the use of students at 

the College. We will also be developing two new 

computer labs for students use at the College 

during 2010. As part of this development there 

will be some changes around the College and we 

will endeavour to have all this undertaken with 

minimal disruption to students. 

 Over the Christmas break we installed air 

conditioning into several classrooms to create a 

more pleasant environment for students. 

Interactive whiteboards have also been installed 

in some primary classrooms and some secondary  

 

 

classrooms and we will be working towards 

extending  this further in the future.  I believe the 

most exciting changes taking place at the College 

are occurring in the classrooms; as a whole school 

community we embrace the move towards a 

totally differentiated curriculum for each and 

every student. This requires a high level of 

commitment and preparation on the part of 

teachers and I thank them for the work and time 

they are putting into the preparation and delivery 

of the curriculum to all students from K-12. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 

congratulate the HSC students from 2009 on their 

excellent results last year. Special congratulations 

to Michael Malaty who was the Dux of Year 12 

with an ATAR of 99.85. Twenty seven percent of 

students received an ATAR  over 90, an excellent 

outcome. 90% of students were offered University 

places for 2010. 90% of students in Mathematics 

Extension 1 achieved results in the top bands. 

84% of courses gained results above state 

average, 76% of students across a range of 

courses received results in the top bands, 76% of 

English Advanced students achieved a Band 5 or 

Band 6 pass. 

I am looking forward to working with each of you 

in 2010 to help your sons and daughters have the 

best possible educational experience they can at 

{ǘ aŀǊƪΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ 

God bless you and your family 

Mrs Janet Stewart 

Head of College  



 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Date Event 

Wednesday, 17th 
February 

¶ IPSSO Summer Comp. 
Round 1 

Friday, 19th 
February  

¶ Career !ŘǾƛǎƻǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ 
UNSW 
 

¶ Year Group  Liturgy in 
College Chapel 
 

22nd-26th  February 
 

¶ Year 12 Retail Work 
Experience 
 

Thursday, 25th 
February 

¶ Yr 11 Ancient History 
Museum Excursion 

 

¶ Yr 7 Hepatitis B and HPV 
Vaccination 

 

Friday, 26th 
February 

¶ Yr 12 Ext. 1 English 
Excursion  
 

¶ Year Group  Liturgy in 
College Chapel 

 

Monday, 1st March ¶ Indigenous Reconciliation 
Day 
 

Friday, 5th March ¶ Primary Athletics Carnival, 
Campbelltown Stadium 
 

Monday, 8th March ¶ Senior School Photos 

Tuesday, 9th March ¶ Primary School Photos 
 

¶ Senior School Swimming 
Carnival, Blacktown 
Aquatic Centre 
 

Wednesday, 10th 
March 

¶ Career Advisors Day, UTS 
 
 

Thursday, 11th 
March 

¶ Yr 10 Boostrix Vaccine 
(Diptheria, Tetanus and 
Pertussis) 

 

Friday, 12th March ¶ ASISSA Swimming, 
Warrubgah Aquatic Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP  

Uniform Shop is open Tuesdays 

and Fridays from 9:00am to 3:15pm  

 

 

2010 Term Dates 

 

 Commences 
on: 

Concludes 
on: 

Term 1 
(Nativity) 

 

1st Feb  26th Mar  

Term 2 
(Pentecost) 

20th Apr  25th Jun 

  

Term 3 
(Theotokos)  

19th Jul  24th Sep  

 

Term 4 
(Advent)  

11th Oct  8th Dec  

 
 

 



{¢ a!wYΩ{ /h[[9D9 [L.w!w¸ 

Dear Parents / Carers 

As you may be aware, St Mark's College 

Library has ceased to function until further 

notice.  We are in the process of relocating 

and we should be back in action in due 

course.  One of our main functions, as a place 

where students can borrow books, cannot be 

performed.  This is an unfortunate, yet 

temporary situation. 

However, that does not mean that students 

should stop reading!  You can access reading 

material from various sources, especially your 

Public Library network.   Library classes are 

conducted in the classrooms and it is essential 

that all students in Stage 2 and 3 (Years 3 - 6) 

have a work of fiction at each lesson.  Stage 1 

(K - 2) students will be engaged in various 

activities focused on selected books, so there 

is no pressure on them to have a book with 

them for their Library lesson.  Our focus is on 

literature and we would like to foster an 

appreciation and love of literature throughout 

the College. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you can 

ensure that your child has something to read 

with them during their Library classes and at 

home.  We hope you understand and thank 

you for your patience. 

 

 

EDUCATION TAX REFUND 

The Australian Government is providing an 

Education Tax Refund (ETR) which allows 

families to claim a range of education related 

expenses.  The Australian Taxation Office has 

advised that, to date, only half of all eligible 

Australian families have lodged a claim. 

The ETR provides parents with refunds of up 

to $375 per primary school student and $750 

per secondary school student.  Claims can be 

made as part of the normal tax return process 

or through family support allowance 

processes for those not required to lodge a 

tax return.  Taxpayers have until March-April 

2010 to claim out-of-pocket expenses for the 

2009 school year if they lodge their individual 

returns through a tax agent.    For more 

information about the ETR visit 

www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au 

  

TUTORING TO SHINE 

Teacher to tutor your child in 

Maths and English. 

Masters in Teaching Special 

Education. 

Also specialising in special needs. 

Build self esteem and gain 

confidence. 

Phone: 8925 4201 or 0419484073 

 

 0419 484 073 

 



PUBLICATION OF STUDENT NAMES AND 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

The use of student names and photographs in 

school newsletters, magazines and on the 

website is a common practice.  It plays an 

important role in letting parents know what is 

happening in the school, as well as 

recognising the participation and 

achievements of the students in classrooms 

and other events, such as excursions. 

DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ άǘŀƪƛƴƎ 

pictuǊŜǎέΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ 

exercise care and discretion when using 

student names and photographs in our 

publications.  We include only appropriate 

and positive images in our newsletters and 

website so that no offence could be caused.  

Where photographs are used beyond the 

school (in a local newspaper, for instance) we 

do our best to ensure that parents or 

students are advised before the event. 

Over the last few years a parent approval 

άǎƛƎƴ-ƻŦŦέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

enrolment form.  We do our best to ensure 

ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

publication of photographs of their children. 

If you have any queries about your child being 

photographed during school activities or 

having their image published please contact 

the school office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIFFICULTIES PAYING SCHOOL 

FEES? 

MR BARRY HAIN, 

CONSULTANT, FEE PAYING 

ARRANGEMENTS, 

WILL BE AT THE SCHOOL ON 

24TH FEBRUARY 2010 AND WILL 

BE AVAILABLE TO SPEAK TO 

THOSE PARENTS WHO ARE 

HAVING PROBLEMS PAYING 

THE SCHOOL FEES AND WOULD 

LIKE TO ORGANISE A PAYMENT 

PLAN. 

PLEASE RING THE OFFICE ON 

9825 6768 TO MAKE AN 

APPOINTMENT OR TELEPHONE  

MR HAIN ON 0412 325 827 

 

 



CURRICULUM REPORT 

 
Year 12 Semester 1 Exams 
 
For Year 12 students a reminder that 
Semester One examinations will be 
commencing on Monday 15th March. These 
assessments form part of students HSC marks 
and so it is vital that they are well prepared 
for them. Effective study regimes should be 
well  underway, as well as regular 
consultation with their classroom teachers.  
 
"Achievement is largely the product of 
steadily raising one's levels of aspiration... 
and 
expectation." - Jack Nicklaus 
 

Assessment Handbooks 

By the end of next week all students will have 

received their Assessment Handbooks. It is 

important that both students and their 

parents are aware of the Assessment 

Guidelines outlined in these books and that 

students follow the correct procedures in the 

event of absence from an assessment task. 

Copies of the Handbook can be found in the 

Curriculum section of the school website. 

 

Subject Changes 

A reminder that any students in Years 9-12 

who wish to change subject electives must 

firstly see the Head of Curriculum to obtain a 

Change of Subject Form. Only once this form 

has been completed, returned and approved 

by the Head of Curriculum, will changes be 

made and a new student timetable issued to 

them.  

 

 

 

Textbooks  

Students at this stage should have all required 

textbooks, exercise books and writing 

materials for all of their classes. 

 

Mathematics Acceleration Policy 

A copy of the Mathematics Acceleration 

Policy for 2010 can be found on the College 

website within the Curriculum Section.  Both 

parents and students should take note of the 

Policy and Procedures regarding this program. 

 

TAS Personal Protective Equipment  

Students in Years 7 & 8 Technology as well as 

Years 9 & 10 Food Technology and Design and 

Technology are reminded that they must 

purchase all Personal Protective Equipment in 

order to undertake the practical components 

of these courses. A letter regarding this has 

already been sent out to parents. The School 

Uniform shop has ordered this equipment, 

which will be available for purchase in two 

weeks time. 

Laurence De Martin 
Head of Curriculum 
 

  



SPORTS CORNER 

St Marks affiliation with CIS 

For the first time in the history of the college, St 

Marks is now affiliated with the NSWCIS sport 

association. 

Our students will now have the opportunity to 

represent not only the school in zone 

competition, but to represent at higher levels of 

competition all the way up to national level. 

Whilst we have had this pathway in the primary, 

we have not had the opportunity in the high 

school. Our student pathway up until the end of 

last year in the high school was as follows: 

¶ Selection at school level ς school 

representation at SWISSA 

As of 2010, our pathway & structure will be as 

follows: 

¶ Selection at school level ς St Marks 

representation at SWISSA 

¶ Selection at zone level ς SWISSA 

representation at AICES 

¶ Selection at regional level ς AICES 

representation at CIS 

¶ Selection at Independent state level ς CIS 

representation at NSW all schools 

¶ Selection at state level ς NSW 

representation at National level 

This new pathway will provide a fantastic 

opportunity for many of our elite sports people to 

achieve at the highest levels within the domain of 

sport.  

St Marks is also the only Coptic school in NSW 

that offers such a wonderful opportunity to our 

students. 

 

 

 

 

Our students taste success at the next level 

In the first lot of trials for the CIS pathway of 

sports, Basketball is first on the calendar for 2010. 

6 of our students were selected to trial for the 

SWISSA team to compete at the AICES regional 

carnival later on this term. AICES comprises of 

over 60 schools within the association. 

3 of our students have been selected to represent 

SWISSA to compete at the AICES carnival, with the 

opportunity to represent AICES at the CIS carnival.  

 These students are: 

 

Daniel Rafla (Year 11) 

 

Julie-Anne Ramzy (Year 10) 

 

Chris Saad (Year 9) 

Congratulations to these students, and good luck! 



 

Success at State Level 

Over the Christmas break, Stephen Spirou (yr 9) 

(pictured) was selected to represent NSW (under 

моΩǎύ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Cǳǘsal Championships held in 

Canberra. In what was a great tournament for 

Stephen, NSW reached the semi finals where they 

were narrowly defeated. Congratulations to 

Stephen for his achievements in Canberra. 

 

 

 

TERM 1 SWISSA 

Term 1 sees SWISSA kicking off with Basketball. 

Round 1 was a successful one for St Marks, 

winning 4 out of 6 games, with one of our losses 

being only by a single point. Congratulations to all 

teams involved, and good luck for the rest of the 

season. 

Carnival season! 

The college will participate in its first carnival of 

the year this Friday. The primary school will 

compete in the annual swimming carnival, which 

will be held at the Liverpool Whitlam centre. 

Good luck to all students and teachers in what 

should be a fantastic day for all! 

 

DOMINIQUE HELENE 
PDHPE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kitchen Hand 

Food Technology ï Casual Kitchen 

Hand Required 

A suitably qualified and experienced 

candidate is needed to work as a Casual 

Kitchen Hand in the Collegeôs Food 

Technology Room.  The position is for 9 

hours per fortnight. It will be preferable 

for the candidate to hold a current 

drivers licence and have own motor 

vehicle. Applicants are to email their 

CV to the Head of College, Mrs Janet 

Stewart by Friday, 19
th
 February, 2010 

(headofcollege@stmarks.nsw.edu.au). 

 


