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A Message From College Director 

Theotokos 

August is the month of St Mary’s Fast, two weeks of fasting in honour of the Holy Mother of 
God. May we all enjoy the blessing of her intercession on our behalf, and learn from the shin-
ing example of humility and love that was her life. 

 

Are We Good At English? 

 

“Our kids can never do well at English and other essay style subjects. That’s why 
they should just concentrate on the scientific subjects”. 

How many times have I heard this from people within our college community 
and from others outside? It has become a stereotype – an impression many peo-
ple think is true, although it actually has no factual support... 

The Egyptian generation of our grandparents learned English and French at 
school as well as Arabic, and they were highly capable in all. I know one lovely 
elderly Coptic gentleman who even today can still quote long passages from 
Shakespeare. Are our children today any less naturally intelligent than their 
grandparents? I don’t think so! 

What is more, research has consistently shown that children who grow up learn-
ing two or more languages are better at both languages than those who learn 
only one language (see discussion and links at http://www.stbishoy.org.au/
modules/wordpress/ “Longing for Literacy” July 23rd 2009). Being a member of a 
bilingual community actually means that the child is better at English, not 
worse. 

Our Church is a highly literate Church, and I am not just talking about the 
“Golden Age” of the first millennium AD. Today, the Church is led by HH Pope 
Shenouda III, who is highly literate in both English and Arabic: a journalist, au-
thor of over a hundred books, speaker, poet, educator and historian. I have 
heard His Holiness make poetic and inspirational speeches in English (his sec-
ond language) – is it impossible for our children to do the same one day?  

Even Jesus, the Incarnate God, was described as “the Word”, (not the Number!) 
and when the Apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, they spoke – 
they did not write out chemical equations. That is because faith is mediated 
through language. We pray using language and we read the Bible using lan-
guage. The liturgy is a love poem to God, and in confession we express our re-
pentance through words. A generation that does not place a high value on lan-
guage skills will suffer significant disadvantages in their spiritual growth.  

Words are powerful; even simple words. Who can remain unmoved by Barak 
Obama’s “Yes we can!”? And some readers may be old enough to remember that 
in Australia in 1972 Gough Whitlam’s Labor Party swept away 23 years of Lib-
eral dominance with just two small words: “It’s time!” The power of the Bible lies 
in its words, words that express ideas and beliefs that transform lives. From the 
foundational truth of Genesis (“In the beginning...”) to the melodic refrains of the 
Beatitudes (“Blessed are the poor in spirit...” Matthew 5) to the towering prose of 
Revelation (“And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, 
"Come!" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of 
life freely” 22:17), words are used to communicate all that our Christian faith is, 
and all that we need for our Christian way of life. A person who does not learn to 
appreciate words will find it difficult to experience this richness fully. 

Today’s Coptic College students are no less capable than their parents or grand-
parents. St Mark’s College broke through a major barrier for young schools 
when Mena Salib came top of the state in 3U Mathematics in 2002. We also 
rank very highly in the state wide HSC Maths Merit List each year. These are 
wonderful achievements to be celebrated and encouraged. But what is less 
known is that our students also regularly perform above average in the humani-
ties subjects. There is actually no reason why a St Mark’s student should not 
one day top the state in 3U English, or Ancient History, or even Drama!  
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THEOTOKOS TERM 

St Mark’s is enrolling 
for 2010. 
Kindergarten parents and new 
parents, now is the time for you 
to enrol you child for 2010. If 
parents are interested in enroll-
ing their first, second or third 
child, they need to make a 
booking for an interview with 
the Office Administration on 
9825 6768. If you are aware of 
parents that are interested in 
enrolling their child at the Col-
lege and are not currently mem-
bers of our community, please 
let them know that the College 
is enrolling now!! 
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A Message From Father Antonios Continued 

Being good with language is the basis for doing well at all other subjects. A brilliant Science student who has 
trouble understanding what the exam questions are asking will not achieve highly. More importantly (I think) 
is that the Church needs a generation of powerful, effective communicators. As St Paul reminds us, “How then 
shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not 
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Romans 10:14). Where else will we find those who can 
change lives through the power of words; the authors, the poets, the preachers, the Sunday School teachers 
and Youth Group Leaders; even the priests and bishops of tomorrow?  

 

Father Antonios Kaldas 

College Director 

Language is the means of getting an idea from my brain into yours without Surgery  ~ Mark Amidon~ 

Language is the blood of the soul into which thoughts run and out of which they grow ~ Oliver Wendell Holmes~ 

A Message From the Head of College 
Welcome to Theotokos term, Term 3. This is a very busy term in the life of St Mark’s College. 

We started the term with a staff development day where the staff under the direction of Father Antonios and 
Father Shenouda had a staff spirituality day at Mt Schoenstatt retreat centre at Mulgoa. The theme for the day 
was positivity and it certainly was a positive experience for us all. 

It was great to see the return of students on the 28th July with their lovely smiling faces all geared up for an-
other term. 

Last week all students in the secondary school attended a combined liturgy with the other Coptic Colleges at 
St Bishoy’s College, Mt Druitt. It was a beautiful liturgy and a significant spiritual experience for both staff and 
students. The students from St Mark’s certainly deserve to be congratulated for the way they presented and 
behaved on the day. They did their families and their school proud, all staff, myself included were very proud 
to be with the St Mark’s students on this day. 

Next week primary will be doing  the  Life Education program which they are very excited about and always 
proves to be a very worthwhile learning experience for the students. Year 12 students have been particularly 
busy studying for their HSC trial examinations starting on Monday 10th August and running for two weeks. 
This year we are doing the Catholic trial papers for all available courses which are set externally and prove to 
be a very effective trial run for the HSC examinations. I ask that you remember the Year 12 students and their 
families in your prayers, as this time in year 12 can be a rather stressful time for both students and their fami-
lies. 

Last Monday evening we had subject information evenings for those students going into Year 9 and 11 in 
2010. I thank the parents for such a good turnout to these meetings it is great for the students to have their 
parents involved in this process and to hear the same information as the students. It was also good to have 
Mrs Cheryl Russell, from the Board of Studies to explain to parents the processes involved in the HSC and the 
calculation of the ATAR (formerly UAI). 

We have our registration and accreditation audit by the NSW Board of Studies in the last week of August. This 
is the final stage of the process when inspectors from the Board of Studies will be in the College for two days 
ensuring that all teaching, learning and assessment as well as all facilities comply with the Board of Studies 
requirements. There has already been much work involved in this process as some months prior to their visit 
all programs and related school documentation has had to be uploaded to the BOS so that they can review it, 
prior to their visit. My thanks to Mr De Martin, our Head of Curriculum, for taking charge of this extensive 
process. I am confident that St Mark’s will come through this process with flying colours. 

Mrs. Janet Stewart 
Head of College 
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The Coptic Mastermind Competition is getting closer, and we need to all focus on preparing ourselves for 
the big day. 

Take this opportunity to come together in your church team and study your topics as often as possible. 
The more you study, the better chance you will have in the competition. 

You may be surprised to find that much of the fun will be had during this time of preparation. Getting to 
know your topics, as well as your other team mates will be rewarding and enjoyable as you test each 
other’s knowledge and learn valuable points from one another.  

You can play many different games that will help you along your journey and try to ask as many ques-
tions as possible before the competition.  

Remember that this year’s topics are as follows: 

 

 Year 6 and below – The Book of Judges + Psalm 8  

 Year 7 to Year 10 – The Books of Ezra and Nehemiah + Psalm 1 

 Year 11 and above (maximum age 25) – The Book of Numbers +  
Psalm 6 
 
Remember you need to recite the Psalm. Try some memory games to help 
you along! 

 

The Coptic Mastermind Competition will be held in Bankstown Town Hall 
on Sunday October 18, at 5.30 pm. Make sure your church team is regis-
tered if they have not already done so. The closing entry date is Monday 
September 21, 2009. 

All Enquiries, phone  
Fr. George Nakhil 0412649374  
Mr. Samir Rofail 0414 454 080. 

Email: frgeorge@stmarks.nsw.edu.au 

Mastermind Bible Competition 2009 

Time is drawing near, are you getting ready? 

“All Scripture is 
given by inspiration 
of God, and is profit‐
able for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correc‐
tion, for instruction 
in righteousness.” 

2Tim3:16  

He who does not know foreign languages does not know anything about his own.  ~Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Language shapes the way we think, and determines what we can think about. ~Benjamin Lee Whorf  

Change of Dates for Year 10 Semester 2 Exams 

  

The Year 10 Semester 2 Exams have been moved from Week 8 of Term 3 to Week 1 
of Term 4, commencing on Tuesday 20th October and concluding on Friday 23rd October.  

Curriculum Corner 



A Visit to the theatre: an eye opening historical and theatrical experience 
 

On the 18th of June year 9 and 10 drama students visited Sutherland Entertainment theatre to view Sadako 
and the Thousand Paper Cranes, a performance by Canute Productions. 

 

As you might know, this is the story of a girl, Sadako, who lived in Hiroshima a decade after the atomic bomb. 
She developed leukemia from the radiation and spent her time in a hospital folding paper cranes in the hope of 
making a thousand, which according to traditional cultural belief would have allowed her to make one wish; 
Sadako’s was to live. 

Seeing this poignant story performed on stage was an extremely moving experience for the students. During 
the concluding sequence of the show, I peered around in the dark at the students’ faces and was able to wit-
ness that almost every student was deeply affected by what they saw. The performance was well acted but per-
haps the most impressive feature of the show was the innovative set design. The students were able to see how 
a single set could be constructed to transform and represent a variety of different places. They also could mar-
vel at the actors’ ability to manipulate their bodies to signify different characters, symbols and ideas.  Seeing 
this performance reminded me why going to the theatre is so important in our society today. Through theatre 
you can appreciate and learn to understand other people, anywhere, at anytime. The triumph of the human 
spirit transcends in the face of even the greatest of adversaries. The statue of Sadako still remains in the city 
centre of Hiroshima, a reminder of the hope for peace that soars above the ruins of political conflict and the 
long- reaching destruction of war.  

Plays often capture the essence of a culture or a group within that culture. They reveal the attitudes and opin-
ions of their day, thus providing you with the opportunity to think outside your own space and live inside the 
experiences of others. 

I want to thank Mr David for all his support in organising buses and the logistics of the excursion and also 
Miss Botros for coming along and helping out on the day. Below are some of the students’ impressions of the 
show. 

I enjoyed the play as it took you on a journey and showed what people went through at that time. As an audi-
ence we were able to experience humour and tears. 

Sandra Hanna 

I enjoyed the show, I thought it was very clever the way the actors changed characters and were still believable. 
Also found the scene transitions were interesting and creative. 

Joanne Hanna 

 

Ms. J. Robertson 

English/Drama 
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The difficulty of literature is not to write, but to write what you mean. ~Robert Louis Stevenson 

The limits of my language mean the limits of my world. ~Ludwig Wittgenstein  

Career’s Corner 

Undergraduate Opportunities 2009 directory  

 
If you or your son/daughter are intending to go to university, this resource will help 
you plan for your future after university. 
 
It includes both industry profiles and employer profiles. 
 
The employer profiles will also tell you which employers are offering cadetships now. 
 
www.graduateopportunities.com 
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Reflecting on your Semester one examination results – A message from Mr I Zhang 
 

For many of the students at St Mark’s, Science is an area of interest and passion. Now with the Semester One 
report in your hand, I encourage you to carefully read through your results, together with your teacher’s com-
ment and reflect on how to further your future results. 

 

Any year 7 to year 10 student should have noticed that the Semester One examination was mainly based on 
your textbook, Science Focus. We suggest that a student may follow the following procedure to improve the 
efficiency in learning Science: 

 Actively participate in all class learning activities 

 Complete all the set homework on a daily basis; and complete all the exercise questions from both the 
Textbook and the Homework booklet, 

 Check and correct homework using Answers from the school website; discuss those more difficult ques-
tions with your parents or with your teacher to clarify your understanding. 

 

There is a simple message I would like to pass on: a student needs to read their textbook. Fortunately in our 
community, most of our parents are highly educated and many of them hold a Science degree. I would like to 
see our parents give more of their time to help our students in their homework. 

 

Importantly we need to understand that Science is not just a body of knowledge. When it comes to assessment, 
we have a wide range of assessment tasks that make judgement on a student’s knowledge, understanding and 
problem-solving skills. Student results of all assessment tasks are accumulated according to the preset weight-
ings to calculate the final ranking at the end of each academic year. This ranking order is used to select top 
Extension class. The rest of the students are NOT streamed. 

 

To help our students and parents better organise their study, we have placed the following documents in the 
school website: 

 

http://www.stmarkscollege.net/smcnet/course/category.php?id=12 

 

You should click on General Science and log in as Guest, using password: 2007. 

 
2009 Science Teaching Program and Sequence 

2009 Science Assessment Schedule and Weightings 

Science Assessment and Streaming Policy 

Science Focus Textbook and Homework Book Solutions 

Past Examination Papers and Sample Assessment Tasks. 

 
Have a more successful second Semester of 2009. 

 
Mr. I. Zhang 

Head of Science Faculty 

Language is the soul of intellect, and reading is the essential process by which that intellect is cultivated beyond the 
commonplace experiences of everyday life. ~Charles Scribner, Jr.  
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 Liturgies will be prayed from 6:00am to 8:30am in the College Chapel. All staff, parents and stu-

dents are welcome to attend. 

 Thursday liturgies are organised in Year/class groups. Parents who have children of the particu-
lar class/year are welcome to attend. 

Date Priest Class 

13/08/09 Father Yousef & Father Pavlos Year K 

20/08/09 Father Bishoy & Father George Year 7 

27/08/09 Father Pavlos Year 6 

03/09/09 Father Luke & Father George Year 11 

10/09/09 Father Yousef & Father Pavlos Year 3 and 4 

17/09/09 Father Bishoy & Father George Years 1 and 2 

24/09/09 Father George, Father Pavlos, Father Antonios – Years 5 to 12 Liturgy 

01/10/09 Father Luke & Father Pavlos Years K 

08/10/09 SCHOOL HOLIDAY 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY 15/10/09 

22/10/09 Father Yousef & Father George Year 5 

29/10/09 Father Bishoy & Father Pavlos Year 10 

05/11/09 Father Luke & Father George Year K 

12/11/09 Father Yousef & Father Pavlos Year 8 

19/11/09 Father Bishoy & Father George Year 6 

26/11/09 Father Pavlos Year 9 

03/12/09 Father Luke & Father George Year 3 and 4 

Commemoration of the Virgin St Mary 

Coptic Calender Date Day Date 

21st Misra 1725 Thursday (9am-10:30am) 27th August 2009 

21st Tut 1726 Thursday (9am-10:30am) 1st October 2009 

21st Babah 1726 Monday to replace Saturday 

31/10 

2nd November 2009 

21st Hatour 1726 Monday  30th November 2009 

St Mark’s College Thursday’s Liturgy Timetable 



Schedule of Events 

 Thursday 6th August 2009 
Life Education K-6 

Years 3-12 Westpac Mathe-
matics Competition  

Year 8 Liturgy  

 Friday 7th  August 2009 
Guest Speaker - University of Wollongong 
Year 11 Biology  
St Mary’s Fast Begins 

 Monday 10th August 2009 
Year 12 Trial Examinations Commence 

 Tuesday 11th August 2009 
SWISSA Boys Soccer Competition Rd 10 
SWISSA Girls Netball Competition Rd 2 
 

 Wednesday 12th August 2009 
Girls Rugby Gala Day, Richie Benow North Par-
ramatta 
NSW Rugby League Multicultural Day 
 

 Thursday 13th August 2009 
Kindergarten Liturgy 

 

 Monday 24th August 2009 
Year 12 Trial Examinations conclude. 
 

 Tuesday 25th August 2009 
SWISSA Boys Soccer Competition Rd 12 
SWISSA Girls Netball Competition Rd 4 
 

 Wednesday 26th August 2009 
Year 11 Semester 2 Examination commence 
IPSSO Winter Competition Wet Weather Rd2 
 

 Thursday 27th August 2009 
ASISSA Athletics Carnival  
Year 6 Liturgy 
 

 Friday 28th August 2009 
Guest Speaker– Australian Business College 
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Uniform Shop 

The uniform shop is open between 9am-3.30pm on 
Tuesday and Fridays.  

Second hand items are available for you to purchase on 
Wednesdays from the Library from 9.30am to 12pm. If 
you have any items of clothing that your children have 
outgrown and that are still serviceable please drop them 
off to the Library or give them to Bella in our Uniform 
Shop.  

Year 3 - 6 Choir Group 
Held Every Tuesday at Lunch time. Please 
see Mrs Nada if you are interested in joining. 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

August 2009 

Bible Study Groups 

 High School Bible study will be held 
Every Thursday during lunch time: 
1:00pm-1:15pm 

 Primary School Bible study will be held Every Fri-
day during lunch time:11:10am-11:25am 

Please Note 
Final School Fee instalment is due  

on  Friday 14th August. 

Please Call the finance Department to arrange for payment. 

Thank you 



 

St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox  College  

needs your support! 

We would like to see at least one advertisement 
placed in each newsletter that gets issued  

throughout the term. 

If you would like to advertise your business in this 
space to support the College, please  

contact our Financial Manager, Mr Ehab Bestaw-
ros to obtain details for this opportunity or email  

financialmanager@stmarks.nsw.edu.au. 

St Mark's Coptic Orthodox 
College 

52 Australis Avenue 
Wattle Grove, NSW 2173 

 
 

St Marks Coptic Orthodox 
College 

Phone: (02) 9825 6768 
Fax: (02) 9825 6489 

www.stmarks.nsw.edu.au 
E-mail: 

office@stmarks.nsw.edu.au 

Term Dates for 2009 

 Term 3 Concludes:  Friday 2nd October 
 (Theotokos Term) 
  

 Term 4 Commences:  Tuesday 20th October  

 Term 4 Concludes:  Wednesday 9th December 
 (Advent Term) 

Scallywags Long Day Care Centre & Preschool 

12 Balanada Avenue, Chipping Norton 

Trading hours: 7am-7pm 

Ages: 0-6 

*  Highly Accredited     * Open 52 Weeks/Year 

* Preschool Readiness Program   * Highly Qualified & Experienced Staff 

 

Phone: (02) 9602 9117 

Or 

0405453024 

 

**Taking Enrolments Now** 

Enrol now to receive 1 week free 

OPENING 25.05.2009 

 


