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2KlIG R2 @&2dz 1y2¢ Fo2dzi | 5. Pastoral Carestructures andorograms that work
accurate is your information®his fact sheet presents and are constantly being adjusted and tailored to
some of themost common questions people ask abou meet the everchanging social, emotional and
GKS /2ttS83Ss G(23SGKSNJ 64 spiritual needs of the students and their families.
listen to gossip get the truth here, or arrange to come 6. Cooperation a Coptic School provides a unique
for a visit to the College to see for yourself. opportunity for the three most important influences
2y I OKAftRQa tAFS G2 0SS dzya
Question 1. What is the philosophy
underlying{ U a ICopiicQ a 1. COptiC Orthodox
Orthodox College Christiani
70 arl NJ Q& hkesimplenmathatiiioam all ristianity
its activities o
1. Coptic Orthodox Christianity 2. Academic Excellence
The College strives to produstudentswho _ .
sincerelylove God their Father, the Church, their 3 AUStrallan Communlty
Mother, and all people as theforothers and sisters . - .
in Christ, and live out the Gospel. Partlc'patlon
2. Academic Excellence
Students are encouraged to perform to the very best raising themthe school, the home and the parish
of their abilities Individual talents in may areas are 7. Heritage: Coptic language & hymns tie students
nurtured. _ . their history andto their Church Students learn to
3. Participation in the Australian Community feel comfortable and confiderih their heritage aal
A good Christian is one who takes an active role and identity as Australian Copts.
responsibil?ty in the wider community_. U al NJ Qa g Academic Achievemeit {G al Nyl Q& addzR$
takeswhat is best from both the Coptic and achieved very highly ovéne years. In large part,
Australian communitiesyut protectsthe students this is due to the atmosphere that has been built up
from whatis worst in both communities. intheStMA] Q& / 2tt 838 O2YYdzyAaide
_ _ where parents, teachers and students are all
Experience hashown that putting together the genuinely dedicated to getting the best possible
enthusiasm of our community for their spiritual and results.
academic goals together with modern Australian 9. Security Coptic Collegs have a far better record in
methods in education leads to amazing results. We have the area ofserious behavioural problems (drugs,
a wonderfil opportunity to do great things with our smoking, criminal behaviour etthan any other
children, and God has blessed us with the Coptic Schools school system.
to enable us to do them. 10. Morality: the moral atmospherds stronglybased on
: : the Bible Unacceptable behaviour is quickly dealt
Question 2. What's so different about a with, both individually and as a trend among the
Coptic School? Don't they just student body. Thiallows childrerto be comfortable

teach the same curriculum as in doing the right thing, antb get into good habits
igurthey will ke Pﬂirlmﬂs..

other schools anyway?

In addition to manyof the services offered by other

schools, ar Coptic Schoolsffer some things that are

unigue, including

1. Sound theologyyou can be sure that your child will
be taught the correct Orthodox Christian faith rather
than being confused with ne@rthodox teachings.

2. A Christian Approachcontroversial parts of the
curriculum are taught fromraOrthodoxChristian
perspective (gg. uman sexuality or evolution)

3. Clergy Parish Priests and Deaconesaes involved
in the daily school life of the students

4. GenuineChristian staff the Christian role model a
teacher will provide is an important part of the
selection procedure



1 Interaction: Students participateveeklyin sports

Question 3. Won't the children be isolated and competitions against other schopiscluding
from the Australian community? Redeemer Baptist College, Strathfield Adventist

Coptic Schools aim to take the best of both Coptic and {I' 2 fBIt SAEI S. $|' y Rt)a t{Aut tl bodzt ?a h/ K2 AN
Australian cultures, while minimising the worst of both. A T rue biue Aussiesmporiant Austrajian events suc

number of strategies help to achieve this, including: as ANZAC.: Day- and national ;portlng ever-wt.s.are
marked with suitable celebrations and activities that
1 Many CulturesStudents from other cultures are

accepted int{ (I a tphadidecthey and their emphasge the 'Imks between 'the two (?ultures as
. L . well as reinforcing the Australian identity of the

parents sign up to agreement to participate actively students.

in the religious and pastoral progran#ss of 2009, St

al N1 Q& /2tt3&38 KIFa audstyd]aH'%‘%&E%‘C“r '%C % rsifto | By a0

backgrounds, including Syrian, Indian, aboutt € go rus réto eamn
AngloSaxon Australian . about our Federal Government

Chineg, Lebanese, |nstt|)l Iln stu_dents; ;snse ?]f t
Mauritian, Italian, elonging and citizenship to

Serbian, Greek, Australia - -
Korean (and 1 Engaging Society
Students are regularly

icl
acgc?ittligril,nthe requiredto follow
school and report onthe
participates in an newspapersTV
exchange newsand the other

media as part of the
curriculum. TV
shows, movies, video
games and popular
music are not avoided,
but rather studied from
Christian point of view.
1 The proof is in the pudding!
Graduates from have usually expressed a
deepappreciation of the foundation the Coptic
Schools have given them for later life. This applies to
work and study habits as well as to moral and
spiritual strength to cope with the stresses and
RATTAOdzZ GASE& 2 Pustasko®eoh y i KS
thesegraduates for yourself!

program and
enrols number of 4
Korean students 1 \
each year, as well as ‘
participating in the

People to PeoplErogram
which brings Americaand
/'y RAFLY addzRSyda
each year, and forges contacts and
friendships that can last beyond the school yéars

1 Tolerance Through Understandinghe school
strives to teach tolerance and understanding and
love of all people, whatever their bagiound.
Education is Aboriginal issues form an important
LI NI 2F {dd al N]J Qa LINRINI ¥Xa

f Tolerance Through Confidenc#/hilst the Coptic Question 4. Does my child really need
faith and heritage are of course the main foundation protection at school?
of the College, all cultures are respected. Coptic There is no doubt that schools have a lasting influence on
students growing inthis environment acquire the I LIS NE& 2 y Q¥our Ohild- WNlsp@ridl $3\abthe most
seltassurance that comes automatically with being impressionable years of their life immersed in their
in the majority group. But they also learn to school envionment. They will take on the flavour of that
understand, deal with, and respect other cultures school for the rest of their lifeThe content of what is
within and outside the school. taught, the role models among both students and staff,

1 From All Nations The majority of our staff aref and the specific experiences a student laaschoolplay
non-Copticoriginl & GKS GAYS 27F ¢ NAdinajride inffoiming théidpedsdngliand determining
College employetkachers from 11 different ethnic their future, whether for the better or for the worse.
backgrounds. These include Greek, Italian, Anglo
Saxon Australian, Canadian, English, Chinese, Quarantine & Immunisation
Viethamese, Chinese, Indian, and Slavic (as well as Pa o {0, we bsdd aknce of two approaches in
Captic!) Again hisexposes the student® a variety helping children to grow into healthialanced and
of other cultures and ways of life, within the limits of successful Christians. When they are young, we keep
the Christian ethos. Students from other cultures them away from influences that might harm them or
have been elected as school captain, come first in teach them the wrong thing. We can call this approach
Coptic Orthodox Studies and developed thebl8i WQuarantingg = aAyO0S 6S INB Aazfl dAy
skills to amazing levels at our Colleges! something dangerous.

However, as they grow up, we want them to develop
their ownindependentsense of ght and wrong and

! www.peopletopeople.com



academicallp ¢ KSNBE Aa I O2YF2NIl of !
that frees a child to be his/herself. Our community has a

very strongstudyethic supported by the homehich

exposinghem to these real leads to a similar atmosphere in the classradreachers

issues in a controlled waand who work at our

with guidanceuntil they develop % ol'he joint approach betf\ colleges often

their own abilityto judge and remark thatt is

make therightghoices. We call this the hOme, SChOOl and C such a change to

controlled exposure to wrong builds up their actuallywant to

own resources to resist it, much as a portion of a |n a COﬂSlSte Nt envn’onn learn! There is a
virus in a vaccine stimulates the body to develop general culture of

its defences against that viru€optic schools that makes for a healthy striving to do your
provide both approaches at appropriate times pOSitiV@lﬂlOOk on ||-ké best and aiming as

to difficult issues such a&volution Human high as you can, but

learn how to apply the teachings of
the Bible to real situations. We do
this by gradually and carefully

Sexuality Anti-Christian Beliefs; Other Religions; this is tempered
AtheismRelationshipsMarriage;The MediaDrugs, with the spirit of Christian love and cooperation which
Alcohol, Smoking avoids the harmful, selfishind of competitiveness
The joint approach between the home, sth and present in some selectivaend privateschools. And of
Church allows the child to grow up in a consistent course, the schools work with the parishes to provide
environment that makes for a healthy and positive pastoral care and support and spiritual guidance through
outlook on life. the stressful times.
Question 5. What is the academic standard of Question 6. Will the children have the same
St Mark'slike? opportunities as at other schools?
When{ 0 al N] Qa /2tfS3S TAMR (I 2Alp¥steSsBhoal thadchdRg@LSRED per year mah o ¢
one could know howvell the students might performn provide dozens of soccer fields, tennis courts,

HangX {4 al Nl Qa /2tftS3aAS ¢Af gymaabimg drnderdhalls il soyoi. Bui iKyoy cBnpald m H
cohort. There isno doubt nowthgt i al NJ Q& & (i dtReSgsiiotour Colleges to what they provide for the

achievesuperior resultsboth as individuals and as a children, you will find its virtually a miracle! Consider

group. this list of just some of the opportunities provided 8y

Inthe nationalNAPLANassessments for Yearss3,7 and al NJ Qa

®h {G alF Nyl Q& addzRSyida O2yaAi§iAyelefatdn andBaricti@d progiasddr dddanced | G
above the national average as a group. Individual students

students frequently score marks that are high enough to 1 ESL support and Special Needs
0S a2¥FF ResulsinGhe SdidokCertificate (Year 1 Private music tuition (learn to play an instrument)/

10) and Higher SchboQertificate (Year 12) show the Orchestra /Choir

same pattern. 1 Interschool Chess and Public Speaking Competitions
One of the best indicators of a school's success is the §  Interschool Mock Trial (Legal Skills) and Business
number of graduates who are able to enter university. Week Competition

Most comprehensiveschools- like ourCopticColleges 9 AnnualCombinedCopticCollegeSAlharg

who take in students of many differeability levels- Competition

would be happy if 50% of their Year 12's went to uni. f  Access to Regional and State Athletics and Swimming

Selective schools, who takeonly the top 5% of
students, generally

achieve university 7’& W
entrance rates of | ‘iﬁ
about 80%. St

Mark's College has *i ;" ‘h "

carnivals for athletically gifted students
1 Maths Olympiad, Tournament of Minasd
5 5.4 other brainstretching Competitions in a wide
"%’ ey variety of subjects
1 Peer Support and Leadership Training
1 Swim school
1 Work Experience
’ A 1 Annual Camps, Retreats and overnight
excursiongrom Year 5 onwardw places such as
Caberra, Bathurst and the Snowyddntains
T tI NIAOALN QA 2ONRB\GA B K2 4§ 2

consistently
achieveduniversity & ‘ ‘ '
entrancerates of
75-85%over its
nine years of HSC
exams- a
;irizr\i(:rgfnt for a noiselective school! { U a priide&@@wide range of experiences for our

How can a relatively small school achieve such great children that help them to make the most of their

results for its studentsp (i a | NJ Qa&uniqi8R G4 R S éndividual talentsThis range of opportunitiesontinues

recipethat draws outthe best out of students to grow and evolve to keep up with the needs of our
children for today and for the future.







Question 7. What are the facilities like at St Question 8. How do the fees compare with

al NJ] QaKkK other school®
{G al N]l Qa / 2f tg®w schabl. Buildidg? dzy As sbmeéhe once commented:h dzNJ O2 YYdzy A (i & S
great facilities takes time and money. Nonetheless, St a Rolls Royce service for a VWA GsSat d@s possible,
al Nl Qad KIFa y26 NBFOKSR | & i buBGlleleg hakeltried t6 Kedp feesaKIGWB podsible. A & |
to offer all the essential facilities a school needs, plus a But as they grow and need more resources and facilities,
little more. this has to be paid for somehow the time of writing,
Current facilities include science labspd@dwork and { G a tulNdh @as range from aroungil,000a year
Metalwork workshops, computer labs, a fully equipped for Kindergarten td3,600 for year 12including activities
industrial kitchen, music and visual arts facilities. (camps etc). Certain subject fees can add about another
In addition, the College is undertaking a building program  $100per year if chosen, and there is a td&ductible
to commence in late 2009 that will transform the site. Building Fund donation of arour&200per year.But

consider the following fets:

ol'he main features of this prc

include a new multipurpose I df you consider tost
major upgrade for the Library compared to bemefiof
staff rooms and a new sfate sending a child to a Copt
art science lab. Most exciting College, you will find it is a
will be the creation of wide ¢ favourable equation!
and beautifully landscape
y 1 Our fees arabout the same athose of most
playg rou rmj : Catholic Schoolamost of which do not provide
anywhere near the same level atademic results
The main features of ik program include a new even thoughCatholic schools have a huge and
multipurpose hall, a major upgrade for tisgaff facilities wealthy organisation (the Catholic Church)
and the libraryand a new state of the art science lab. subsidising them
Most exciting of all will be the creation of wide open and 1 Fees foindependent Christian Schoolshe ones
beautifully landscaped playground. most similar to ous in structure) range from about
This year (2009) the Collegegaged respected $5,000per yearand up Again, the academic level of
architectural firm, Robertson and Marks to create a new iKSaS adKz22fa Aa TINI oStz2¢
master plan for the Wattle Grove campus which includes 1 Otherprivate schoolscan charge anything up to
for the first time the two new lots that were annexed in $25,000per year, without providing an atmosphere
2005. The result is spectacular. It is hoped that with aspositive as thatinoud OK22f &5 | yR { i a
continuing govemment support and the generosity of regularly performs better in the HSC than many of
the community, all the features of the Master Plan will these schools.

be in place within the next ten years.



If you consider theostcompared to thebenefit of
sending a child to a Coptic College, you will find it is a
very favourable equation!

Question 9. Are the teachers properly
qualified?

[A1S lye alOKz22fzx

the proper educational qualifications to teaat

Australian schools. The College does not employ teachers

with overseas qualifications unless they have a long and

successful record of teacty experience in the Australian

school system.

A significant proportion of our staff have completed post

graduate degrees in education to extend their skill set,

and weare also blessed with number of teachers who

have workedn fields other thareducation before

becoming teachers. These teachers tend to bring to the

school experiences and skills that are very valuable in

preparing our students for the outside world.

04SI OKSNB |

Question 10Who checks up on what the

school is ding?
{4 alF Ny Qa /2ftfSASocktdnof YSYo SN
Independent School§NSW) and has been since its
foundation. The AIS provides ongoing support to most
private schools in areasichas administration, academic
quality iand adedibl neeils stu@ehts. SIS Y dza i
Stal NJ] Qa Aa NBIAZGSNBR | yR
standardcurriculum of theNSW Board of Studies
including the School Certificate and H3E such, the
school undergoes a regular and very thorough inspection
every five years.
The College is governed byeth & al NJ Qa /[ 2t t S3
The Board consists of the Chairman, who is also the
Director of the College and a parish priest (currently Fr
Antonios Kaldas) and six lay members with high level
expertise in areas such as business, the health profession
and thelaw. In addition, the Board often calls upon a
number of highly expert educational consultants when
required. The Board meets at least once a month and
receives reports from the Head of College and the
Financial Manager.
The College undergoes a thoroughdadetailed financial
audit by anindependent auditoreach year. It must also
submit a detailed financial report together with its
audited financial statements each year to thederal
D2ZSNYYSyiQa 5SLI.NLGYSYI
In addition to all of the abovehe College Board
commissions regular reviews bdependent
educational consultantslooking at the performance of
every aspect of the College, from the Head of College
down.

KT
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Question 11. How can | support our Coptic

Colleges?
If you feel you want to be a part tfis exciting and
effective service for our future generations, then please
get involved! Here are a few suggestions:

Prayers

Add the College, the staff, students and parents, to your
nightly prayer list (especially before exam times!) ask

your local @rish priest to put their names on the altar
Spread the Word

Let people know about the good experiences you have

had with the College. Unfortunately, it is human nature

that bad news spreads like wild fire, whilst good news
R28ay Qi RNI 6 ocodmy&therchildréng & G H
your parish or extended family who might be students

hyS KSFNISYyAy3 GNBYR KFa 0SSy GKS WNBUdNNYQ aidzRSyida osK?2
KIgS 3Nk RdzZ 6SR FNRBY {id al N] Q& dgjnfcsrﬁlj;nategyr,ut s lsrmar
teaching degree at university, and then returned to teach

Tdtt GAYS Ld (0 atmadmgry La A anatuye tnap@ch RNEeWPreads
GKFEG {4 al Nl Qa /2tftS83S AYyaLANBa Ay Ga aGdzRSydGad 9ljdz &

these teachers often make the best role models and
mentors for our students, because they understand the
{G al Nl Qa SELISNASYOS FTNRY

ke wild fire,

s kwhilg:g@0Qd NeWs e s n |

much interagst!



at the Colleges. Encourage those who have not enrolled
their children at a Coptic College to do so. Encourage any
high quality teachers you might know to apply for jobs at
our Coleges when they become available. Word of
mouth is the best public relations and can make a great
difference!
Donations
1  Support College fundraising functions and bring
your friends along.
1 Subsidise the fees for a family who may be unable
to pay them.
1 Make a regular donation tthe tax deductible
Building Fund
Sponsor a scholarship for a bright student.
Get your employer to make a donation to the
Colleges as part of their Charity Program.
Please,dt the students feel that their community is
behind them in arery practical way.
Volunteer:
1 Schools always need dependable, humble people to
help out in the library, canteen, reading support etc.
1 Offer a Work Experience position at your business or
workplace.

f
f

Our Colleges have always been a team effort. mbee
people on that team, the stronger they will become.

Question 12How will my child get to school?
By Carthe College is conveniently located near the
AYUGSNERSOlOGA2Yy 2F Gg2 27
the M7, thus making it easily accessibleu are
travellingagainstthe peak hour traffic.

Public Transporttwo rail lines have stations close to the
College: Liverpool on the Liverpool line and Holsworthy
on the East Hills line. A regular bus service runs from
both of these stations to the College.dddition, a bus
service runs from the Bankstown area to the College.
Other services can be arranged if sufficient demand
exists.

Minibus: A number of parishes and private operators
offer a minibus service to and from the College. Details
are available athe College office.

{ @Ry SE¢

Whateverdyourdgirts®®

Hands-on
learning.

Question1352Sa { G al NJ Qa G ¢
students?
48 LINI 2F GKS YAaarzy 2F (K¢

any student it is capable of serving effectively. However,

there is an entrance exam for all students enterihg

Collegethat allows the College to assess the specific

needs of the student

Students who may not be accepted are those with severe
behavioural problems and those with a level of special
educationalneeds that the College is not able to provide

at the moment.

The College is open to ndPoptic students (although

preference is given to Coptic students) provided that the
student and the family commit in writing to support the

Coptic Orthodox ethos of the College and to participate

Fdzt £t @ Ay | fuallakdPastordl bdivBiesIMa &L
LIN OGAO0S: GKA&A LRfAOE KlFa I ff
spirituality of many norCoptic students over the years,

and these families have been highly appreciat¥¢he

values and genuine Christianity their children have

IFrAYSR 6@ o0SAy3a G {G al N} Qad



